Amazing Grace

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now | see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear

The hour | first believed.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
| have already come;

'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;

He will my Shield and Portion be,
As long as life endures.

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,

| shall possess, within the veil,

A life of joy and peace.

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;

But God, who called me here below,
Will be forever mine.

When we’ve been there ten thousand
years,

Bright shining as the sun,

We've no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun

II-midja socjali wriet il-gawwa taghha f'dan iz-zmien. Min ghandu diffikulta juza I-
medja kien aktar maqtugh ghalih wahdu. Min kapacdi juza din il-midja ghamel I-ahjar li
seta’ biex zamm kuntatt mal-familja u |-hbieb. Ahna bhala grupp ghamilna uzu kif
stajna. Zammejna kuntatt kif stajna. Forsi mhux il-boghod li nergghu niltagghu.

Hawn min jghid li I-progress rigress. F’'¢erti ogsma bhal fil-medicina ninsab cert li Ikoll
kuntenti bl-avvanz li sar. Fil-kumdita’ biex nghixu ahjar, l-istess. Morna hafna ‘I
guddiem. Pero f'dak li huwa I-kuntatt uman nahseb li fallejna. Kwazi spi¢ca kollox.
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Hbieb, dan I-ahhar grajt post fugq FB li kien jghid li la gabel in-normal kien hazin
ghalfejn irridu nergghu immorru lura ghan-normal. U din fiha x’tahseb.

Kulhadd jaf li ghaddejjin minn mument ikrah, pero haga tal-ghageb kif I-argumenti
tas-soltu bagghu sejrin. Politika, emigrazzjoni, ka¢ca u hafna affarijiet ohra. L-esperti
bdew ifaggsu minn kullimkien.

Hawn nies dilettanti li tefghu wi¢chom fuq il-midja socjali sabiex iferrhu u jnisslu
tbissima fug min jarahom u dawn hagghom kull tifhir. Ghalkemm mhux nies
professjonali ghamlu |-ahjar li setghu. Saru popolari. faqgghom kull tifhir.

Imma gabel dan il-virus kif konna nghixu? Jagblilna nergghu nigu lura kif konna?

Twegiba ghal dawn id-domandi m’hix facli, imma gisu hawn qgbil li bhala socjeta tlifna
hafna valuri li fiz-zmien I-imghoddi konna niftahru bihom. Inhoss li gabel konna aktar
maghqudin. Id-dinja nbidlet jew ahjar biddilniha ahna. Jekk biddilnihiex ghall-ahjar
ma nafx. Il-midja socjali qed tilghab parti mportanti f’din il-bic¢a. Sirna aktar
individwalistici.

Esperjenza kwazi gdida, hija din li hafna haddiema ged jahdmu mid-dar. Jista’ jkun li
din se tkun it-triq tal-futur? Hafna taghlim sar mid-dar. Ma nehodhiex bi kbira jekk
din ukoll tkun it-trig tal-futur. Illum sirna naghmlu kollox mid-dar, bilgeghda quddiem
kompjuter u minn hemm naghmlu kollox. Facli u effettiva din il-bicca, fi ftit sekondi
tista’ taghmel kuntatt ma’ min trid u fejn trid. Pero anke hawn tlifna dak il-kuntatt
man-nies li kellna gabel. Qabel konna nohorgu mid-dar sabiex nixtru, niltagghu man-
nies u nitkellmu. lllum nixtru kollox mid-dar. Joghgbok qalziet gewwa hanut fl-
Ingilterra, wara ftit granet ikun ghandek. Tixtieq bi¢ca apparat mi¢-Cina, tkun
ghandek fi ftit granet
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Konna nkunu dejjem flimkien. Qatt m’hu gej lura. Hajti mhux se tibga’ l-istess.
Dagshekk hassejtni hajja. Dawn il-hsibijiet zgur li esperjanzjatuhom intom
ukoll. Ghalkemm kelli sapport mill-familja u I-hbieb xorta kont inhossni wahdi.
Kulhadd prova jghini nidra nghix b’din ir-realta gdida izda hadd ma seta’ jifthem
il-vojt enormi li hassejt u li kelli nitghallem nghix bih. Certa li kollha ged

tithmuni ghax kollha ghaddejtu mill-istess grajja.

Ghaddiet sena ohra, sena ohra vojta. Fl-ahhar tas-sena, kwazi sentejn wara li
tlift lil zewgi u waqt li kont wahdi d-dar niftakar fih u nibki, ghamilt weghda
mieghi nnifsi. Kont deciza li ma naghmilx aktar festi bhal dawn wahdi. Nibdet I-

ideja li ninghagad mal-grupp ‘Minus One’.

Meta wasal il-jum sabiex nattendi ghall-ewwel laggha bdejt nahseb li ser
ninghagad ma’ grupp ta’ romol imdejjga li se jaghmluli hajti aghar milli kienet.
Hawn kont Zzbaljata, anzi kont verament sorpriza li ltgajt ma’ nies genwini li
riedu jergghu jghixu. Li joffru sapport lil xulxin bhala familja kienet haga
importanti. Dawn in-nies gieghluni nifhem li iva hemm hajja wara i titlef il xi

hadd tant ghaziz.

ll-grupp xprunani biex nerga nsib lili nnifsi u li bilmod nerga’ nsir il-persuna li
kont gabel, qabel tlift lir-ragel. Fil-grupp indunajt li z-zmien ma jfejjagx imma
biz-zmien tidra taccetta r-realta. Kelli hafna mumenti sbieh fil-grupp fejn
dhagna u hadna pjacir. Niftakar ukoll is-sapport li rcevejt fi zminijiet difficli

meta kont inhoss li d-dwejjaq kienu ferm akbar minni.
II-hajja hi sabiha, ghixa u ¢¢elebraha I-hajja tal-mahbub tieghek.

Niddedika dan l|-artiklu lir-ragel tieghi John

Doreen Merciaca

Ftit Storja John Newton kien gassis Anglikan li kien jahdem ukoll fug il-bastimenti tal

-Iskjavi. Huwa dam ftit sabiex jibda jitkellem kontra I-iskjavitl imma kien
influwenti ferm fuqg iz-zghazagh Evangelisti Kristjani, partikolarment fug William
Wilberforce.

Ta’ 11-il sena huwa beda jbahhar ma’ missieru. Fis-sena 1743 kien wasal biex jilhaqg kap
fuq I-iskjavi li kienu jahdmu fl-eghlieqgi gewwa |-Jamaica meta missieru ppressah biex
jidhol fis-servizz navali. Hawn lahaqg ukoll imma darba pprova jahrab u nizluh fil-grad.

Huwa talab li jibdel il-bastiment u jbahhar lejn L-Afrika. Meta wasal mal-kosta ta’ Sierra
Leone huwa sar gaddej ta’ ragel abbuziv li kien jinnegozja fl-iskjavitu.

Fis-sena 1748 gie salvat mill-gharga wagt maltempata u rritorna I-Ingilterra. Waqt din il
-maltempata meta beda jibza’ li se jeghreg huwa talab biex isalva u din I-esperjenza
ressqitu lejn Evangelika Kristjana. Zmien wara meta kien bejn sema u ilma jbahhar lejn il
-West Indies marad serjament b’deni gawwi. Anke hawn talab ghall-hniena t’Alla,
esperjenza li biddlitlu hajtu.

Minkejja dan kollu huwa xorta baga’ jahdem fis-suq tal-iskjavitu. Fis-sena 1754, rega’
marad u hawn iddecieda li jiegaf mill-bahar u applika sabiex isir gassis Anglikan. Lahaqg
gassis zmien wara u kien igawdi rispett minn kulhadd.

Flimkien ma’” William Cowper ippoduc¢a numru ta’ innijiet fosthom il-famuza Amazing
Grace. Tant kienu popolari I-priedki tieghu li I-knisja fejn kien igaddes ma bdietx tesa’ n-
nies kollha li jattendu. Huwa ddispjacih ferm rigward I|-involviment tieghu fis-suq tal-
iskjavi.

Meta lahaqg rettur gewwa St Mary Woolnoth, f-Londra kien jaghti pariri lil bosta nies
influwenti fosthom certu membru parlamentari William Wilberforce. Wilberforce kien
gieghed jahseb li hu wkoll jidhol gassis sabiex iservi lil Alla izda Newton ikkonvincih
jibga’ fil-parlament sabiex jahdem biex I-iskjavitu tigi abolita.

Fis-sena 1787 Newton kiteb dokument sabiex jissapportja din it-talba, liema dokument
kien ta’ influwenza kbira. Spjega l-orrur li jghaddu minnu I-iskjavi.

Fi Frar tas-sena 1807 ghaddiet il-ligi li abolixxiet I-iskjavitu. Newton i f'dak iz-zmien kien
kwazi tilef id-dawl t'ghajnejh u vicin il-mewt ferah hafna b’din I-ahbar.
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